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DEPARTMENT OFThEINTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife ServIce

5OCFRPartI7 o~(a~_Ct4

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; 90-Day Finding for a
Petition To Delist the Plant
Potamogeton clystocarpus (Little
Aguja Pondweed)
AGENC’!: Fish andWildlife Service.
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of 90-daypetition
finding.

SUMMARY: The FishandWildlife Service
(Service)announcesa90-dayfinding for
apetition to delist theendangeredplant
Potarnogetonclystocarpus(Little Aguja
pondweed)undertheEndangered
SpeciesActof 1973, as amended. This
plant occurs only in JeffDavisCounty,
Texas. The Service finds that the
petitiondid not present substantial
scientificorcommercialinformation
indicating thatdelisting this species
maybe warranted.
DATES: Thefinding announcedin this
documentwas madeon November25,
1994.
ADDRESSES: Data, information.
comments,or questions concerningthis
petition should besubmittedto the
StateAdministrator,U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service,611 East6th Street,
Room 407, Austin, Texas78701. The
petition finding andsupportingdataare
~ivaiiab1efor public inspection,by
dppointinent,duringnormalbusiness
hm’.rs attheaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kathryn Kennedy,Botanist,at theabove
iddress (telephone 5121482—5436;
facsimile512/482—5442.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

section4(b)(3)(A) of theEndaflgered
r~peciesAct (Act) of 1973,asamended
Ith U.S.C.1531 et seq.),requiresthatthe
-ervicemakea finding on whethera
petition to list. delist,or reclassifya
specifiespresentssubstantialscientific
or ‘-ommercial infornationto
demonstratetFat thepetitionedaction
ma be warranted.To themaximum
t”cteztt practicable,this finding is to be
ciadewithin 90 daysof thedatethe
octition wasreceived,andthefinding is
to be publishedpromptly in theFederal
Register.If thefinding is that
substantialintormationwaspresented,
the Servicealsois requiredto promptly
~:ornmencea review of thestatusof the
speciesinvolved.

The Servicehasmadea99-day
~~ndin~on ap;~titiooto delist

P.otxmioge~anclystrocarpus(Little Aw~xja
pondweed).The petition,dated
February9,1994.wassubmittedby Mr.
TopperFrank,representingtheDavis
MountainsTrans-PecosHeritage
Association,andwasreceivedby the
Serviceon February11, 1994.The
petitionwas combinedwith comments
submittedon thedraft Little !~.guja
Pondweed(Potamogetondystrocarpus~
RecoveryPlan ~U.S.Fish andWildlife
Service1993).The petitioner contends
that threatsto the speciesidentified at
the time of listingwere highly
speculative,improbable, andhad no
factual basis.Thepetitionerdisagreed
thatdamconstructionor chemical
contaminationcould occur,statedthat
thethreatsof droughtand flooding
cannotbe controlled, andstatedthat the
Servicepresentedno evidencethat the
statusof theplant is significantly
differentthanit ever was.Thepetition
included no scientific or commercial
data to supportthe delistingrequest,nor
were any supporting documents
attached.

TheServicehasreviewedthepetition,
otherliterature,andinformation
availablein theService’sfiles.Onthe
basis of the best scientificand
commercialinformation available, the
Servicefindsthepetition doesnot
presentsubstantial information that
delistingthisspeciesmaybewarranted.

Potamogetonciystroco.rpusis known
from asingleintermittentstreamin
Little AgujaCanyonin theDavis
Mountains,JeffDavisCounty,Texas.
The only preciselyrecordedlocality for
thespeciesis on theBuffalo TrailsBoy
ScoutRanch(ScoutRanch)ownedby
theBuffalo Trail Council,Inc.,Boy
Scoutsof America. This populationhas
beenperiodically observedby botanists
(TexasNaturalHeritageProgram,pers.
comm.1992;Rowell 1983)andwas last
verified in late 1989or 1990 (C. Rowell,
Marfa, Texas,pers. comm.1992).Severe
flooding occurredin theCanyonin 1991
arid 1992 (D. Damon,ScoutRanch
manager.pers.comm.1992).In 1992
botanistsfrom theServiceandfrom
MercerArboretum,Houston,Texas.
searchedtheScoutRanch,but couldnot
locatethespecies.TheServicehasbeen
unableto gainaccessto searchfor the
specieson otherprivatepropertyin the
Little Aguja Creekarea.However,
Wooley (1994)reportsarecent
unsuccessfulsearchby anotherbotanist
on propertyadjacentto theScout
Ranch.While theServiceis extremely
concernedat the failuseto locatethe
speciesrecently,IL is hopefulthe
speciesmay still exist if afew plants
were overlookedor ~f thespeciesis able
to re-establishfrom seedsor vegetative
propaduiesremauurigi~luse~ireansbed.

TheLittle AgujaPondweed
(Potamogetonclystrocarpus)Recovery
PlanfILS. FishandWildlife Service
1994)establishesasearchschedulefor
thespecies.Annual searcheswill be
conducted.for 13 yearsandtwo
additionalsearcheswill bedoneat 3
year.intervals, if no populationsare
discoveredduring this period,Little
Agujapondweedwill beconsideredfor
delisting dueto extinction.

The final rule listing Potamogeton
ciystrocarpusasanendangeredspecies
waspublishedin theFederalRegister
on November14, 1991 (56FR57844).
The Servicefindsthatall of thethreats
identified in thefinal ruleremain a
concern.Thesethreatsincluded
periodicextremeflood anddrought;
modificationor lossof habitatthrough
physicalchangesin creekconfiguration
suchasdams,impoundments,or flood
controlstructures;reductionof water
supply from wells, springcapture,or
diversionprojects;andchangesin water
quality from pollution through
increasedlivestockor wildlife numbers
in nearstreamareas,siltation, or
chemicalcontamination.Someof these
threatsarepotentialratherthan
immediate,andmayoccurinfrequently.
However, dueto its low population
numbers,thespeciesis vulnerableto
extinction fromevenoccasional
detrimentalevents.Identificationof
potentialthreatsis essentialin the
listing determinationandin later
speciesprotection.Identificationof
potential threatsalertsagencies.
landowners,andmanagersabout
concernssoadvanceplanningcanbe
done.Protectivemanagementpractices
developedandimplemented
cooperativelycanthenpreventserious
damageto thespecies.
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Theprimary authorof this document
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bectio:d.
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Authority

Theauthorityfor this actionis the
EndangeredSpeciesAct (16U.S.C. 1531
et seq.).

Dated: November25, 1994.
Mollie H. Beattie,
Director,Fish andWildlife Seivice.
IFR Doc. 94—32015Filed 12—28—94;8:45 am)
BILLiNG CODE 4310-65-M

50 CFR Part 17

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Public Hearing and
Extension of Comment Period on
Proposed Endangered Statusfor Four
Plants and Threatened Status for Six
Plants From the Foothills of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains of California

AGENCY: Fish andWildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Proposedrule; noticeof public
hearingaridreopeningof comment
period.

SUMMARY: The Fish andWildlife Service
(Service) providesnoticethat apublic
hearingwill beheldon theproposed
determinationof endangeredstatusfor
Brodiaeapallida (ChineseCamp
brodiaea),Ca]yptridium puichellurn
(Mariposapussypaws),Lupinuscitrinus
var. deflexus(Mariposalupine),and
Mimulus shevockli(KelsoCreek
morikeyflower),andthreatenedstatus
for Alliurn tuolumnense(RawhideHill
onion), Carpenteriacalifornica
(carpenteria),Clarkia springviflensis
(Springville clarkia),Fritillaria striata
(Greenhornadobelily), Navarretia
setiloba(PiuteMountainsnavarretia),
and Verbenacalifornica (RedHills
vervain). In addition,theServicehas
reopenedthecommentperiod.All
partiesareinvited to submitcomments
on this proposal.
DATES: Thepublic hearingwill beheld
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. and6:00 to 8:00
p.m. on January31, 1995, in Bakersfield,
California.Thecommentperiod,which
originally closedonDecember5, 1994,’
now closeson February13, 1995. Any
commentsreceivedaftertheclosing
datemay not beaddressedin thefinal
decisionon this proposal.
ADDRESSES:Thepublic hearingwill be
heldat theRedLion Hotel, 3100
CaminodelRio Court,Bakersfield,
California. Commentsandmaterials
shouldbe submittedto theU.S. Fish
andWildlife Service,SacramentoField
Office, 2800 CottageWay, E—1803,
Sacramento,California 95825—1846.
Commentsandmaterialsreceivedwill
be availablefor public inspectionduring

normalbusinesshours,by appointment;
attheaboveaddress.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ken Fuller (seeADDRESSES section)or at
916/979—2122.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

AlIium tuolumnense,Brodiaea
pallida, Calyptridiumpuichellum,
Carpenteriacalifornica,CIo.rkia
springvillensis,Fritillaria striata,
Lupinuscitrinus var. deflexus,Mimulus
shevocidi, Navarretiasetiloba,and
Verbenacoiifornica areplant species
foundin the foothills of the Sierra
NevadaMountainsof California.These
ten plants arerestricted to various
substrate-specifichabitatsin Fresno,
Kern,Madera, Mariposa,Tulare,and
TuolumneCounties.Theseplants face
ongoingthreatsfrom oneor moreof the
following: urbanization,inadequate
regulatorymechanisms,random
stochasticevents,off-highway vehicle
use,logging, overgrazing,illegal
dumping,alterationof naturalfire
regimes,maintenanceof roadsand
rights-of-ways,insectpredation,
agriculturallandconversion,mining,
proposedhighwayprojects,and
competitionfrom brushspeciesand
nonnativegrassspecies.

OnOctober4, 1994,theService
publishedaproposedrule to list
Brodiaeapallida (ChineseCamp
brodiaea),Calyptridiuin puichellum
(Mariposapussypaws),Lupinuscitririus
var. deflexus(Mariposalupine),and
Mimulusshevockii(KelsoCreek
monkeyflower)asendangered,andlist
Alliurn tuolumnense(RawhideHill
onion), Carpenteriacalifornica
(carpenteria),Clarkia springvillensis
(Springville clarkia),Fntillaria striata
(Greenhornadobelily), Navarretia
setiloba(Piute Mountains navarretia),
and Verbenacalifornica (Red Hills
vervain)as threatened(58 FR 50540).
Section4(b)(5)(E)of theAct (16U.S.C.
1531 et seq.)requiresthat apublic
hearingbeheldif it is requestedwithin
45 daysof thepublicationof the
proposedrule. Public hearingrequests
werereceivedseveralrequestors.As a
result,theServicehasscheduleda
public hearingonJanuary31, 1995,at
theRedLion Hotel in Bakersfield,
California.Anyone wishing to make
statementsfor therecordshouldbringa
written copyof their statementsto the
hearing.Oralstatementsmay belimited
in length if thenumberof parties
presentat thehearingnecessitatessuch
alimitation. Oral andwritten comments
receivedequalconsideration.The
Serviceplacesno limits on the lengthof
written commentsormaterials

presentedat thehearingor mailedto the
Service.

Thecommentperiodon theproposal
originally closedonDecember5, 1994.
to accommodatethehearing,theService
reopensthepublic,~ommentperiod.
Written commentsmaynowbe
submitteduntil February13, 1995,to
theServicein theADDRESSESsection.

Author
Theprimaryauthorof this noticeis

Ken Fuller (seeADDRESSES section).
Authority

Theauthority for this action is the
EndangeredSpeciesAct of 1973,as
amended(16U.S.C. 1531 etseq.)

Dated:December22, 1994.
H. Dale Hally,
ActingRegionalDirector, Region1, U.S.Fish
andWildlifeService.
(FR Doc. 94—32032 Filed 12—28—94; 8:45 ami
BILLING CODE 4310-65-M

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Parts 672 and 675
(Docket No. 941 253—4353;I.D. 120594A]

RIN 0648-AG95

Groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska;
Groundfish Fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Area

AGENCY: NationalMarine Fisheries
Service(NMFS), NationalOceanicand
AtmosphericAdministration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Proposedrule; proposed1995
specificationof Pacifichalibut bycatch
allowances;requestfor comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS proposesregulationsto
revisethemanagementof seasonal
Pacifichalibutbycatchallowances
annuallyspecifiedfor nontrawlfisheries
in theBering SeaandAleutian Islands
managementarea(BSAI). This proposed
rulealsowould providetheauthorityto
determineannuallywhetherto
apportionahalibutbycatchallowance
to theBSAI jig gearfisheryorthe BSAI
or Gulf of Alaska(GOA) hook-and-line
gearfisheriesfor sablefish,or to exempt
thesefisheriesfrom halibut bycatch
restrictions.In ordernotto delaythe
promulgationof timely specifications
for the1995 fishing yearthatwould be
consistentwith theadoptionof the
proposedregulations,this notice
proposeshalibut bycatchallowancesfor
the1995 GOA hook-and-linegear
fisheriesandthe 1995BSAI nontrawl


